Yarra Junction Primary School
We Care, We Inspire, We Achieve
PRINCIPAL PIECE
WEEK 6 TERM 3 2020
As we complete another week of remote learning we have everything crossed that we are
another week closer to the end of remote learning and the return of our kids on-site. I hope your
ﬁngers are crossed too.
The week started with our own Mrs Hancock celebra ng a special birthday, and then, during the
week I celebrated my sons, Jay and Josh’s 25th birthdays.
I have been super impressed by the increased engagement with learning both within students’
class lessons and within our specialist classes. Performing Art, Visual Art, Physical Educa on and
Community Studies all provide valuable learning across the Victorian Curriculum and I am proud
that our teachers have been able to oﬀer such rich learning experiences.
With restric ons preven ng us to have our planned Prep informa on night earlier this term, we
have altered our plans and would like to welcome our Prep parents of 2021 to a virtual Prep
informa on night on Wednesday 9th September 2020. If you are aware of any students star ng
school next year, please let families know to give me a call. At our informa on session we will give
parents an insight into a typical day at school, details about our specialist subjects and provide
opportunity for parents to engage with some student leaders, who will share their schooling
journey, extra-curricular ac vi es, what it feels/looks like to learn at YJ and about our school
grounds and facili es.
In the week ahead your child will engage in some assessment tasks within the online pla4orm.
Assessment at YJ is an essen al element to inform planning, planning that ensures that your child
receives learning at their point of need. Please support your child to engage with all tasks,
however please do not support them to complete these tasks. Leave the instruc on up to the
classroom teacher. Iden fying what a student does not understand and analysing how mistakes
are made inform both the content and learning strategies that we teach. Thereby your role is
simply to ensure that they a6empt all tasks by applying their best eﬀorts.
I would like to give a huge shout out to our wonderful staﬀ who yet again embraced an out of the
box idea for a new video. I would also like to acknowledge my talented daughter who produced
this video for our kids. If you missed seeing this at assembly today, or are keen to view again
please follow the below link. I do cau on you though laughter and silliness is contagious.
hps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6zYz_CZPUQ
THIS WEEK’S QUOTE:

‘If you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours!’
With kindness and health,
Lisa Rankin
Principal YJPS

Happy Birthday!
We would like to wish the following students
a very happy birthday for this week

Ina P
Gracelyn H
Kahden F

Library News
Hi Everyone,
This week our Library Story Time has started for all groups on Webex.
The mes for these sessions are :
Senior 5/6 Fridays at 1.00pm.
Middle 3/4 Tuesdays at 9.30pm.
Junior 1/2 Thursdays at 10.30am.
Prep Thursdays at 1.00pm.
This week our Senior and Middle School students read a very intriguing book from
our Library - “Old Ridley.” It is a story about a young boy, Joachim and his next
door neighbour Ridley, and a mythical spell allowing Ridley to live forever.
The problem is the spell did not stop his body from growing old. It is impera ve
he con nues to keep re-genera ng his body – can you guess how this is done?
I cannot update you on the welfare of our mice students as they are in quaran ne
locked in the Library. I think the new arrivals caused this catastrophe! I am
hoping they are ﬁnding some crumbs (remember they found my biscuits) so when
we can go back to school they will be healthy, and you will be able to see them
too.
Green Sheep is home with me, and he is very happy watching the sheep in our
paddocks. He is not interested in going out in the wet grass.
I hope you have a good week and I m looking forward to seeing you
on our Webex mee ngs.

Sue

This week was National Science Week. We have included
some science experiments this week for you to try at home.

WINTER WORD SEARCH

Paper Spinners
How to make a Paper Spinner
1. Cut out the 2 circles on the next page.
2. Add colour to these circles, the more
colourful, the more fun it is to see as it
spins…
3. Cut out paper circles.
4. Use these to trace on a cardboard box
and cut out 1 cardboard circle.
5. Glue on the paper circles to the cardboard, one on each side.
6. Poke two holes right in the centre of the cardboard circle.
7. Take a piece of string about 70cm long and push through the holes
and tie in a knot.
Time to spin!
Take a piece of string in each hand with the circle in the middle and go in
circles to twist the string. Pull then stop then pull then stop.

https://www.makeandtakes.com/diy-paper-spinner

Rain Cloud in a Jar
How to make a
Rain Cloud in a Jar
What you will need:
∗

1 x jar

∗

tap water

∗

shaving foam

∗

blue food colouring

1. Fill your jar about three quarters full with water from the tap.
2. Use the shaving foam to create a cloud on top of the water.
3. Let the foam settle a bit.
4. Now drop food colouring into the 'cloud'. As your cloud fills up, the
food colouring will fall down into the water creating a rain-like effect.
How do clouds work?
Clouds are formed when water vapour rises into the air. When the
vapour hits cold air, it turns back into droplets of water. Those tiny
drops of water floating in the air collect and "stick" together to form
clouds. When clouds get so full of water that they can't hold any more,
the water falls back to the ground as rain.

https://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/activity-articles/rain-cloud-in-a-jar-science-experiment

This week’s challenge
This week’s story time is ‘Possum Magic’ by Mem Fox.
We have included some fun activities for you!

Watch Mrs Rankin’s story time at:

SUDOKU

C o o ki n g
Club
Strawberry and Banana
Smoothie
Adult supervision is required for this recipe
INGREDIENTS
1 large banana
1/2 cup strawberries
1/2 cup milk
1/2 cup yoghurt
2 teaspoons honey
METHOD
1.

Peel banana and remove stems from
strawberries.

2.

Add all ingredients to a blender.

3.

Blend until smooth.

4.

Divide between 2 cups.

Get Creative!

We would love to see your cooking creations!
Send any photos you would like to share
and they may appear here next week.
yarra.junction.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Prep P

Jasmine W

Jasmine, you continue to amaze me each and everyday with your
excitement for learning and the exceptional work you submit on
Seesaw. It always brightens my day to hear you reading your writing,
especially the poetry aloud to me! Keep shining bright!

Prep S

Eva D

Wow, Eva you should be so proud of yourself with the high standard of work
that you’ve been putting up on Seesaw! You have done a fantastic job with
correctly solving all your addition equations with using a range of counting
strategies. Keep up the good work.

1/2 B

Isla I

Your persuasive piece of writing was outstanding! You gave strong reasons to
convince the reader that everyone should have a pet! You used the words
firstly, next and finally to separate your ideas. I am so proud of you!
You are an amazing writer.

1/2 M

Skye F

Well done on all of your Seesaw tasks each week. You always apply your best
effort and continually respond to the feedback that I give to you. I was

especially impressed with Maths this week as you demonstrated excellent
knowledge when measuring capacity using formal units of millitres and litres
and converting between the two. Outstanding effort, Skye!

1/2 S

Chloe S

For engaging so positively in all aspects of remote learning. We love seeing you
participate in Webex meetings and complete all of your learning tasks to a high
standard. Excellent work Chloe, keep it up!

3/4 F

Eevie B

Congratulations Eevie on your outstanding completion of Seesaw tasks this
week! Eevie's sizzling starts in Writing have included effective adjectives and
verbs to describe the five senses of her setting and characters. She has been
a positive and active contributor to our daily Webex lessons, sharing her
thoughtful ideas with our grade. Spectacular work Eevie!

Keep applying your best effort.

3/4 H

Anouk G

Anouk you show high expectations throughout your work each day. You have
shown outstanding use of power adjectives and dynamic verbs to create
sentences that are sizzling. You engage and contribute to all class
webex lessons with an enthusiastic and positive attitude. You should be very
proud of your effort and resilience during remote learning this week.

3/4 S

Jayden D

Jayden has learnt to apply a growth mindset and to respond to feedback on his
work tasks. I am proud of the way Jayden asks clarifying questions during our
Webex daily teaching lessons and shares his fantastic ideas. He wrote some
excellent examples of how to use the, ‘Show, don’t tell’ technique,
including, ‘Timothy burst into tears, his body was trembling and
he filled the house like a pool’. Well done.

5/6 H

Marley P

Marley has completed all assigned activities to a very high standard this week.
She uploads extra information to her Journal and shares stories and events
with me about her week or weekend. Marley responds to all of my feedback and
seeks to improve her learning each day. She has established excellent
time-management skills to remain on track with her Seesaw work.
Congratulations Marls, it is a pleasure to teach you!

5/6 I

Wyatt P

Congratulations on all of your achievements this week Wyatt! I love how hard
you have been working on your writing. Through your stellar effort you have
created a well-sequenced and flowing information report!
Well done Wyatt, keep shining bright!

5/6 W

Sita D

Sita you have applied your best effort all week. I’m so proud of the way you
have managed your time and remained motivated all week. Keep aiming high!

Art

Imogen I was so impressed with the effort that
you put into your Kiwi bird creation last week in

Imogen M

Art. I loved your idea of scrunching crepe paper

5/6 W

and then painting it to create your Kiwi.

Top effort and design Immy! Well done!

Performing Arts
Ryder C
3/4 S

Ryder, you were so confident and relaxed in your
"expert" presentation that I believed every word
you said, even though the facts you gave me were
"crazy"! Well done on your dedication to this
week's Drama task. I loved every second of it.

P.E
Joshua S

Josh has done a phenomenal job completing all his
online PE lessons. This week he displayed an

amazing overarm throw with great technique!

Prep P

Well done Josh, keep up the great work!

Community Studies

Lisa’s responses in Community Studies have

Lisa B

consistently been detailed and thorough. She

5/6 W

shows maturity in her respect for Indigenous
points of view. Impressive, Lisa!

Keira

Lisa
Students in Art Sparks
have been working on
creating a Native
American Indian
Warbonnet art piece over
the past 4 weeks. Here are
some of their
outstanding creations!

Eve

Heidi

Maisy
Ayla

Rylee

Indie

Maia

Eevie

Wellbeing Corner
This week we con nue exploring many resources online to support families whilst in lock down.
Please con8nue to check out The Resiliency Project. (Known for short as TRP)@Home.
The Hub has ac ves and ideas to bring Gra tude, Empathy and Mindfulness to day-to-day life: from
kitchen table conversa ons, to bed me stories and backyard expedi ons.
@homelearning is for parents and carers who are home-schooling. Here you will ﬁnd
age-speciﬁc home-based ac vi es to support family wellbeing.
@home for everyone is for adults and young people that provides wellbeing ps and
ways to build resilience and happiness for yourself and your family.
The link to the Parent Hub is: hps://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/
I would love to hear from families of any ac vi es they do with their families in lockdown.
Great Resources for families:
Emerging Minds has great resources for families in an online toolkit
Suppor ng Children’s Mental Health During a Pandemic Toolkit - Resources, videos and ps to support
children’s mental health during COVID-19
Website Link as follows: hps://emergingminds.com.au/resources/toolkits/suppor8ng-childrensmental-health-during-a-pandemic/
Please enjoy your week, stay safe and warm.
Kind regards,
Mrs Jewell
Wellbeing Coordinator

Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building
resilient families in the coronavirus era.
On Tuesday 25 August, the Department of Educa on and Training is presen ng a free
webinar for parents and carers by renowned child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, on
building family resilience during coronavirus (COVID-19).
Parents and carers play a vital role in helping children feel safe through uncertain mes.
Dr Carr-Gregg’s webinar is aptly named Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building
resilient families in the coronavirus era.
In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg provides tools and strategies for parents and carers to help
manage the lockdown and remote learning.
Topics include:
•

your suppor ve role

•

seFng the emo onal tone

•

focusing on what you can control

•

how to deal with disappointment

•

further resources and where to get help.

Dr Carr-Gregg’s presenta on will run for 45 minutes. This will be followed by a 15-minute
ques on-and-answer session in which parents and carers can ask Dr Carr-Gregg ques ons.

Webinar details
When: Tuesday 25 August
Time: 7:30pm
Dura8on: 45-minute presenta on followed by 15-minute ques ons and answers session
Format: online via Webex
Cost: free
How to register
To register and for more informa on visit
hps://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-8ps-for-building-resilient-families-registra8on-116837404823

National 24/7 Family violence and sexual assault
telephone counselling service

1800 737 732
https://www.1800respect.org.au/

Family Violence response service for women and
children that provides information on supports, legal
rights and accommodation options

1800 015 188
https://www.safesteps.org.au/

Acts as a one stop shop for young people who need help
with mental health, physical health (including sexual
health), alcohol and other drugs or work and study
support.

9006 6500
https://headspace.org.au/

Specialist Family Violence Service in Eastern
Metropolitan Regional providing case management,
secondary consult and training.

9259 4200
https://www.edvos.org.au/

Service that assists Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people in the Eastern Metro Region in their
healing from the impacts of family violence

9212 0220
https://www.bwahs.com.au/

Specialist Family Violence Service that works with
women from migrant and refugee backgrounds, their
families and communities, providing case management
and training.

1800 755 988
9413 6500 (General Enquiries)
https://intouch.org.au/

Employee Assistance Program provider for DET Employees

1300 361 008

Employee Assistance Program provider for Catholic
Education Employees

1800 818 728

Provides all Australians experiencing a personal crisis
with access to online, phone and face to face crisis
support and suicide prevention services

13 11 14
https://www.lifeline.org.au/

Provides information and support to help everyone
achieve their best possible mental health

1300 224 636
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/

Free, private and confidential 24/7 phone and online
counselling service for young people aged 5-25

1800 551 800
https://kidshelpline.com.au/

Phone service for parents and carers of children from
birth to 18 providing counselling and support on
parenting issues

13 22 89

Provides anonymous and free LGBTI peer support and
referral for people wanting to talk about sexuality,
identity, gender, bodies, feelings and relationships

1800 184 527
https://qlife.org.au/

w/respect is a family violence and intimate partner
violence service supporting LGBTIQ+ communities and
their families. They can respond to both the person
impacted by violence and the person using violence.

1800 LGBTIQ (1800 542 847)
https://www.withrespect.org.au/

